
Agricultural Resources 
Management Plan

OSBT 6/8/16 Update



Update Topics

• Timeline

• Plan Changes
o Updated Outline

o Policy and Strategic Actions Focus



Past

Planning Stage Public and Board Input Opportunities Timeframe

Plan Development

OSBT Study Session – Scoping
(July 9, 2014)

2014
Public Comment/Open House – Scoping
(September 10, 2014)

OSBT Study Session – 1st Tier Topics
(June 15, 2015)

2015 – 2nd Q 
2016

Public Comment – 1st Tier Topics
(June 10-24, 2015)

Lessee Input – 1st Tier Topics, leases
(February 11-21, 2016)

Future

Plan Development & 
Plan Review, Revision, 
and Approval

Public Comment, Open House
3rd & 4th Q 2016

OSBT 4th Q

Plan Development Schedule



Plan Outline - Chapters

Introduction

Agricultural Management

Ecological Integration

Community and Visitor Integration

Acquisitions

Plan Implementation



Agricultural Management

Working Lands

Leasing Ag Lands

• Increase Diversified Vegetable Farming

•Evaluation of Alternative Agricultural Activities
Diversity of Ag Operations

Connecting Farmers to 
Local Markets

Connecting Farmers to 
Resources

Infrastructure: Structures

Infrastructure: Water 
Delivery

Soil Conditions

Integrated Pest 
Management

•Expansion of previous Grass Banks plan component
Climate Change 
Preparedness



Ecological Integration

Bobolink Habitat

Ute Ladies Tresses Habitat

Raptor Habitat

Pollinator Habitat

Prairie Dog Habitat

Grazing in Native 
Grasslands

Riparian Areas

Water Quality



Community and Visitor Integration
Scenic and Cultural 

Resources

Public Access/Passive 
Recreation

Community Connections

Local Foods

Education and Outreach

Service Learning and 
Volunteers

• Policy Guidance

• Existing Conditions

• Goals

• Management Strategies

• Measures of Success







Goals
 Provide the infrastructure necessary to support a diversity of 

agricultural operations.

 Maintain agriculturally related structures in an acceptable 
condition as identified in the OSMP structures assessment.

Management Strategies
 Provide a framework/process to evaluate proposed new or 

replacement agricultural structures.

 Prioritization of major maintenance and replacement needs.  



Framework for Evaluating Proposed New or Replacement 
Agricultural Structures



Case Study: Greenhouse and Hoophouse Evaluation

Greenhouse Illustration

Hoophouse Illustration



Measures of Success

 Proportion of operations for which necessary infrastructure 

has been determined.

 Proportion of operations for which necessary infrastructure 

is currently available. 

 Percent of Agricultural related structures in acceptable 

conditions as defined by the department structures 

assessment. 





Goals
 Integrate agricultural management practices that support nesting habitat 

for bobolinks.

Management Strategies
 Adjust timing of agricultural operations - Delay mowing on a select number 

of hayfields until after bobolink fledging, July 15 unless otherwise 
determined by monitoring.  

 Establish or maintain Class A Bobolink Management Areas - Establish 4 
fields ( 267 acres), supporting higher abundance/densities of bobolinks, as 
Class A Bobolink Management Areas:  hayfields that are refrained from 
mowing every year until after bobolink fledging, July 15 unless otherwise 
determined by monitoring.  

 Establish or maintain Class B Bobolink Management Areas - Establish 10.5 
fields, (223-316 acres) supporting higher abundance/densities of bobolinks, 
as Class B Bobolink Management Areas: hayfields that are not mowed until 
after bobolink fledging, one year out of three. 







Measures of Success

Percent Class A & B Bobolink Management Areas 

Designated.

Percent of Class A & B Bobolink Management Areas 

managed consistent with the mowing regimes 

associated with the area designations.



• Subject Area Expert Analysis

o Locations

o Site specifics

o Operational Details

• Updates to OSBT

Plan Implementation



Class B Bobolink Management Areas

Property Field Acres

Lewis 245* 4

Lewis 244* 13

Lewis 251* 10

Lewis 256 13

Baseline & 75th 265* 10

Baseline & 75th 267* 19

Baseline & 75th 280 10

Baseline & 75th 283 9

Baseline & 75th 285 13

Deluca 14 27

Deluca 13 32

Deluca 19 18

Hester 18 25

Campbell 459 29

Swartz 254 8

Swartz 250 15

Swartz 247 17

Spicer 260 29

Standard: 100% of Class B Bobolink Management areas 

mowed one year out of three after July 15 annually.



•Questions/comments 

•Timeline?

•Plan Changes?


